
Growing Together at May Court 

Spring 2021 

Hello May Court and Tecumseh families, 

 We hope everyone is hanging in there through the lockdowns and 
covid.  I know our staff and children are looking forward to having warmer 
weather so we can spend lots of time outdoors and breathe in that fresh 
air.  Please apply sunscreen to your child in the morning before coming to 
childcare. The staff will reapply in the afternoons.  Also please be sure to 
bring in the appropriate clothing for your child as they will be spending 
most of their day exploring the outdoors.  

The Epicure fundraiser is starting up please be on the lookout for that.  
The money that is raised will go towards craft supplies and toys for the 
programs. 

Keep an eye out for a date for Picture Day it will be happening in  

July or August.  

Tecumseh is continuing with the online learning and emergency 
childcare but we are already planning for our summer program which will 
consist of lots of great activities throughout July and August.  We are 
looking forward to having some kind of normalcy soon. 

The programs are looking for outdoor donations, things like bubbles, 
chalk, sand toys etc.   

Happy spring! 

Ms. Robyn & Ms. Laurie 



Brenda and Anna’s Kitchen  

             We love getting the thumbs up from the 
kids!!!! 

 Some children are happy to snack on raw 

vegetables.  Be it carrots, peppers or cucumbers 

with hummus.  Why not throw a spin on it and try 

Brownie Chocolate Hummus?  Dip apple slices, 

bananas, strawberries, graham crackers and or 

pretzel chips.  Here is our recipe: 

Brownie Chick Pea Hummus 

1 15 oz can of chick peas 

½ cup cocoa 

½ cup sugar 

3 Tbsp. Olive oil 

1 Tsp. vanilla 

½ Tsp salt 

3 Tbsp. Milk 

 Puree till smooth and en-

joy. 

Feel free to send in your child’s favorite 
recipe. We look forward to seeing them. 

Brenda.colebrook@gtfrc.org.   
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Meet Paula Deboer 

Vice Chair GTFRC Board of Directors 

Hello My Name Is Paula DeBoer. I have been on the GTFRC Board for the past 12 years. I am currently 
the Vice Chair of the Board, having held this position since 2019.  

A little About Myself: 

For the past seven (7) years, I have been employed as Legal Counsel with Chatham-Kent Children’s 
Services. Prior to that, I was employed in Windsor for ten (10) years as a Divorce Lawyer. I did all eight 
(8) years of my post-secondary schooling in Windsor, having graduated from Blenheim District High 
School before that. I was a Grade 8 graduate of Harwich Raleigh Public School! Needless to say, I love 
this Chatham-Kent area that we live in and so have chosen to stay close to home for both my school-
ing and employment prospects.  

A little About My Family: 

I have been married to my husband Heath for the past eleven (11) years – that 
being said, we were high school sweethearts and so the 11 years is actually very 
much of an understatement!  

Ten (10) years ago Heath and I were blessed to welcome our son Logan into our 
lives. Logan is a very happy, energetic and funny child who attended Growing 
Together first as an Infant, then he was off to the Toddler Room, then off to the 
Pre-School room he went – finally making his way into School Age. As a result of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, my job has transitioned from my physically 
being in a Courtroom to attending my Court matters from the safety of my own 
home over Zoom. This change in work environment meant that I no longer need-
ed to have Logan enrolled in the Before and After School program. While I enjoy 
being able to drop him off and pick him up from school, I know Logan misses the 
many Educators and Friends he came into contact with each day when he did at-
tend Growing Together.  

Last but not least about my family are the Fur Kids - Thunder, our 17 year old black 
cat, and our almost 14 year old German Shepherd mix, King.  

For fun I like to read anything that is not a Court file, as well as walk the trails with 
Heath and Logan in Rondeau Provincial Park, or making our way through the 
many different parts of the McLean Conservation Area.  

Growing Together is special to me because as a working mother I could always 
count on Growing Together to provide wonderful care for my child, taking away any need for me to 
worry during my days about how Logan was doing. I knew he was in good hands and I of course have 
to mention how Logan still talks about some of the meals he was provided during his time at Growing 
Together. The daily menus always made me jealous as I was eating re-heated leftovers at work! 
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The Junior Room had a duck make a nest and lay eggs in 
their playground. The children and the staff watched and wait-
ed patiently for the ducklings to arrive. On Monday May 10th 
the eggs started to hatch. Ms. Shayla and Ms. Sam  took the 
Juniors for a walk to give the mama duck some space. When 
they arrived back from their walk the junior preschoolers were 
VERY excited to watch mama and her ducklings walk around 

their playground.  

FUN FACT: it 
takes mama 28 

days to lay on her 
eggs before they 

hatch, and 24 
hours for the eggs 

to hatch com-
pletely. The duck-
lings stay in the 

nest for about 10 
hours until they 

leave.  

Ms. Shayla,  

Ms. Sam 

And all the JR 

Preschoolers 



Infant Room 

Our infant program has been open for about five months now. The pro-
gram and children have been growing. We now are able to go outside 
with the children every day. They have been enjoying the riding toys, 
books and bubbles outside. We have plans on adding to our playground 
with outdoor mat and new riding toys. We do ask parents/caregivers to 
please bring in hats and extra spring clothes for your children.  

Thank you 

Ms. Ashley & 

Ms. Brittany 



Toddler Room 
Hello to all of our GTFRC families! 

There have been some changes to the toddler room this spring. We 
said a bittersweet goodbye to Ms. Heather as she begins her maternity 
leave. We wish her all the best as she brings her baby girl into the 
world. We welcomed Ms. Steph to the toddler room! You may recog-
nize her from being the screener at the childcare. She is settling in and 
enjoying her time so far. With the warmer sunny and rainy weather, we 
have been enjoying the outdoors more. We got new rain suits and um-
brellas and we love to splash in puddles with them! We have been 
working on bringing more activities outside such as mirror painting, wa-
ter play, and the slide. We were even able to build a spring snowman! 
We look forward to continuing our outside activities. 

Trista (RECE) & Steph (RECE) 



Junior Preschool 
Spring has sprung! 

 

Our junior friends have been having a wonderful time outside enjoying 
the nice weather. We’ve been keeping a close eye on the duck that 
has laid eggs in our playground. And we hope to see some baby duck-
lings by the beginning of May! We’ve been very interested in ducks 
and learning all we can about our feathered friend. Did you know that 
the mama duck will line her nest with her own downy feathers to keep 
her eggs warm?  

 

We have also enjoyed being very creative. The chil-
dren have been making beautiful paintings and col-
oured glue creations. Almost every day one of the 
friends asks to paint. We’ve been very lucky with our 
warm weather that we’ve been able to offer this ac-
tivity both indoors and out. We look forward to some 
more warm weather to spend more time outside!  

 

Ms. Sam & Ms. Shayla  



Senior Preschool  

Room 

Sr preschool newsletter 

 

The Sr preschool group have been interested having tea par-
ties, building with blocks, the baby Beluga story/song and being 
outdoors.   

With the warmer weather approaching Please still send in hats 
and coats. We have had lots of rain and we love to jump in the 
puddles. Please send extra clothing and rubber boots.  We are 
in the big playground at night and it does get a little chilly by 
430pm.  We are hoping to spend as much time outside as we 
can. If you have any questions or concerns Please feel free to 
speak to Melissa or Nancy. 

Wish list for outside: 

Chalk 

Sand pails, 

Gently used pots and pans to 
use in the sandbox   

Construction toys for the 
sandbox 

Dinosaurs  

Pieces of wood / sticks to 
build with outside. 

Rubber Boots 

Until next Time  

Melissa RECE and 
Nancy RECE 



FDK at Tecumseh 

Hello families,  we are all so happy that it is now spring!  

with all the nice weather we have been having we love spending our 
time outside 

we have been playing on the climber, going for walks, playing in the 
new gaga ballpit, playing with bubbles, balls and so much more! 

we just want to say thank you all for your patiance  we have entered 
another round of emergency chidcare (ECC) although we have lots 
of google meets during the day, we also have a lot of fun activites 
planned for inbetween! 

 With the hot days ahead we are so ready for 
more fun adventures! 



School Age At Tecumseh 

Hello there Growing Together families and welcome to Spring!! I 
know these last couple of months have been so crazy for everyone 

but us School Age teachers and Children are making the best of 
what we can. As it is warming up more outside we have been 
spending a lot of our times outdoors.  

Our favorite things to do are: 

Play Gaga ball in the new pit 
Explore in the back trees of the yard 
Go for Nature walks either around the neighborhood or in Paxton’s 

bush 
Bubbles 
Bring inside toys outside 
Paint outside 
Chalk  
Tag 

 Quote: Spring's greatest joy beyond a doubt is when it brings 
the children out." 

Written by: Edgar Guest  

From your School Age Educators Miss Jayden 


