
January-February 2020 

News from Administration… 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2020 everyone, we know it will be an amazing 
year for Growing Together!  Welcome back Ms. Tina from your warm vacation, 
and Congratulations on your 25th anniversary with Growing Together Childcare. 
You have made a lasting impression on many lives and many hearts during your 
time here at GTFRC.  On behalf of the families and staff, thank you for all you do! 

Thank you families who have participated in our February Cinnabon Fundraiser! 

We have seen lots of orders come in! Don’t 
forget pick up date is March 12th/2020 at your 
chosen location. 

-Ms. Tina & Ms. Jennifer 

News from the Board of Directors… 

My name is Joan Vsetula and I am currently the chairperson of the Board of Direc-
tors for Growing Together.  I joined the Board in 2010  to become more involved 
in the centre that took care of my son, and just never left!  I enjoy the chance to 
be involved in the decisions that need to be made, and hear about all of the 
amazing accomplishments of the child care.  It’s an opportunity I’m glad I signed 
up for, and it has added a lot to my life.  In the outside world, I’m a Grade 5 and 
French teacher in Chatham, and mom to an 11 year old graduate of Growing To-
gether.  I am a reader, traveler, and a person who loves to imagine all of the craft 
projects I’d like to do!!  We’re always looking for new board members-if you think 
you have a few hours a month to spare we’d love to hear from you! 



Toddler News 
With the busy Christmas season over, we welcomed our new educator Ms. Jess 
into the toddler classroom at St Anne’s. The toddlers have enjoyed some out-
side time exploring the snow. We have also enjoyed many sensory experiences 
over the cold weather. We have explored Jello, spaghetti, water, ice and 
whipped cream.  

We have been hard at work in our classroom making it a more natural at home 
feeling. During this process you will notice more lighting throughout our room 
and some more plants as well. Continue to look over the next few months as 
we add more throughout our room. The toddlers favourite new item is the 
book shelf. They are easily able to reach their books and also help with clean 
up. Reminder with the winter months still here, please continue to bring in 
snow suits, hats and mittens.  

Ms. Cassie RECE  

Ms. Jess RECE 



Junior Preschool News 
As we welcome a new year, we have had some changes in 
our room. Ms. Sarah has moved to the Sr. Preschool room 
and Ms. Kathy has joined us in the Jr Preschool room. The 
children know Ms. Kathy as she was a teacher in the tod-
dler room and was in the float position before coming into 
our room. The children are loving all the new books, songs 
and activities Ms. Kathy has been teaching them. 
 
The children love playing outside in the snow that has final-
ly arrived. We have been busy making snow angles, rolling 
snow balls and trying to catch snow flakes with our 
tongues. We brought snow inside to melt to show the children all the dirt that is hidden 
inside the snow. They thought is was gross. 
While playing inside the children love using their imagination while building with the 
different blocks on our shelves. They build things from rocket ships to hospitals. Some-
times they work in a group and build together and sometimes they want to build on their 

own. We have added some new baby 
accessories to our house centre with a 
doctor kit. The children love taking 
care of the dolls or sometimes they 
role play being different family mem-
bers where one child is the mother 
while the another child is the big sis-
ter. The children love sharing stories 
about their families and we would like 
to remind our families to send in a 
family photo to add to our family wall. 
If it is easier to email us a picture, you 
can send it to the office and we can 
print it off for you. Thank-you! 
 
Ms. Miranda & Ms. Kathy 



Senior Preschool News 
We've been busy getting ready for school in the Sen-
ior Preschool room. We started out by making the 
children laminated name cards to be able to trace 
the letters in their names. We extended this and 
used our bodies to make the shapes of the letters to 
post up on our cork board.  

With all these activities we have noticed the children 
taking out their name cards and whiteboard markers 
and tracing their names. They watch their friends 
make the letters in their names, and go to find it on 
the letter pictures that we have displayed. 

When making artwork we encourage the children to 
try writing their name first, referring to their name cards and up at the letters posted. 

We've also had a lot of fun with the little bit of snow we've had. The children love helping to 
shovel off the cement to make our outdoor classroom safe. We collected some snow and built it 
up around our tunnel to make a snow tunnel, and we took our sleds to the hill and went tobog-
ganing - the children had a BLAST! The day was cold (felt like -5), it was snowing like crazy, but 

our children lasted 35 minutes tobogganing 
and we couldn't be prouder. By the end of it 
the children knew how to carry the sleds up 
the hill themselves, set the sled up to be able 
to go down again, and move out of the way 
when another child was coming down the hill. 
The children still talk about how much fun 
they had that day. We can't wait to get more 
snow to be able to do it again!  

With all of our snow activities sometimes we 
go through extra socks and pants due to them 
getting wet. Please make sure your child has 
extra in their buckets located by the bath-
room. 

Thank you, 

Ms. Kristen and Ms. Sarah 

 



FDK News 
Hello 2020!  

January started off with some changes to the FDK program. We said goodbye to Ms. Denielle (don’t worry, 
she just moved down the road!) and I, Miss Hannah, became the educator for the FDK program. I am so ex-
cited to grow and learn alongside your children! The FDK’s have re-introduced SeeSaw for our families! This 
is an app that allows us to show off what we have been working on, share pictures of our adventures and 

keep the parents up to date on what’s happening! If you 
haven’t already signed up or misplaced your sheet 
please see me and I will help you get set up!  

I started January by observing your children. I quickly 
figured out that they enjoy, building, crafts and being 
outside!  

Our before school time is often spent drawing, crafting, 
making jewelry, working on puzzles, reading or building 
with magnetic blocks. The children agree that it is a nice 
way to ease into the school day.  

The first words I hear after school are, “can I have 
snack?” and “can we go outside?” I remember asking the 
same things as a child! Weather permitting we spend 
our afternoons outside. If we cannot be outside you will 
often find a game of mini sticks happening in the hall-
way! When the snow sticks we will bundle up and head 
across 

the school parking lot for some sledding!  

We had our first PA day of 2020 on Jan 31st. Our day was 
“snow much fun!” We made snow ball cookies and en-
joyed them with some hot chocolate. We painted, made 
snowmen out of fake snow, read winter books and of 
course made creations with melting beads and rainbow 
looms! I heard twice that day that is was the “best day ev-
er!”  

I look forward to enjoying the last weeks (hopefully) of 
winter with your children. Soon we will feel the sun on our 
faces and pull the bubbles, chalk and bikes out of storage! 
I cannot wait to have a picnic with our after school snack! 

  

-Ms. Hannah  



School Age News 

Our school age classes have been super busy enjoying so many activities both indoors and out.  

Our creative sides are always so apparent and we love to show them off.  We invested in some 

perler beads and loom band supplies. Every single one of our students have displayed so much 

enjoyment making challenging projects.  

We thoroughly enjoyed our latest P.A day and strike day here at childcare.  We did some DIY 

erasers and small keepsake animals as well as a whole adventure around “Winter Wonderland". 

There were so many activities to learn about and challenge our minds.   

We have also spent time outside enjoying the snow.  Painting the snow,  making snow angels 

and tracks in the snow as well as an afternoon of sledding on our hill.  Everyone has shown joy 

for winter that's for sure.   

We were lucky enough to have won a large surprise package from scholastic that contained so 

many amazing craft packages.  We’ll be exploring some of these activities during upcoming P.A 

days and March Break.  Thank you so much to the Shives family for nominating us!! 

We are always adventurous and so curious in our programs and  w are looking forward to all the 

exciting things coming our way this spring!! 

Ms. Melissa 



ELP News 

We have been having a blast with our ELP group. Some of the things we have really been en-

joying lately include exploring letters; whether that be through puzzles, magnetic letters or 

books. We have even added letters to our sensory play to mix it up a bit. The children love 

identifying the letters that are in their names and finding letters that belong in their friends’ 

names.  

We made the children name cards on laminate paper so that they can write their names with 

a white board marker and can practice over and over again.   

We have also been loving time outdoors, we have been so lucky to have such a mild (for the 

most part) winter this year! The children are becoming more independent with putting on all 

of their outside gear, we are very proud of how far they have come. We would like to encour-

age you to try the same at home, if you are not doing so already.  

We are always looking for any constructive criticism, feedback or even if you have a question, 

feel free to ask!                                 Ms. Holly and Ms. Nicole 



Kitchen Corner 

GTFRC Homemade Biscuits 

Ingredients: 

2 cups flour 

1 tablespoon baking powder 

1 tablespoon of sugar 

1/2 cup melted butter 

1 cup milk 

 

Baking Instructions: 

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees 

2. Mix dry ingredients 

3. Add butter and milk and stir together 

4. Make round balls (your choice in size) and drop onto cookie 

sheet 

5. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes 

*Makes 15 Biscuits* 

 


