
November-December 2020 

News from Administration… 

Hello GTFRC Families, 

Happy Holidays from Growing Together! Thank you to all of our wonderful fami-
lies who made this year one of community and a new kind of togetherness. Although 
this year has looked different than many in the past, we still managed to keep our days 
filled with love and hope thanks to you. 

Christmas is fast approaching! This year we are open Dec 21,22 and 23 for full day pro-
gramming, 6:30-5:30. We are closed Dec 24th and will reopen Jan 4th, 2021. Schedules 
are due for the two weeks by noon Dec 16th. 

With the new year comes some new changes in staff. Sarah Carnie from our Sen-
ior Preschool room will be heading to our WJB location beginning Jan 4/2021. She is 
going to be starting a new adventure in the WJB Toddler program. We want to wel-
come Nicole Woodson as the new educator in the 
Senior Preschool room. 

Reminder if coming in for screening, parents 
must have on a face mask to enter the building. If 
you do not have one, we have them available at 
the screening table for you. Although we have had 
a mild winter so far, please ensure your children 
attend with proper outside gear as we do go out-
side each day. 

Have a great Christmas Season, 

Ms. Tina & Ms. Jenn 





SR Preschool News 

Hello Families! 

I would like to start off by saying Merry Christ-
mas to all our families and I hope you have a 
wonderful Christmas break.  

We had Christmas come early in the Sr Pre-
school room! Our toy order came in at the be-
ginning of December and we’ve been exploring 
all the cool toys we got. We received blocks in 
the shape of rainbows, I was curious to see 
what the children would do with these. They 
started out by using them as phones, and mak-
ing phone calls to each other. Then a friend 
started to use two rainbow blocks as skates, 
they skated around on the carpet and every-
one wanted to join! We’ve used our rainbow 
blocks to teach the over, under, around con-
cept; like in the book “We’re going on a bear 
hunt.” by Michael Rosen. And we’ve used the 
rainbow blocks to make tunnels, to zoom our cars and trucks down - we like to see if a truck will make 
it all the way through the tunnel before crashing. 

We’ve been busy decorating our playroom for Christmas. We set up a Christmas tree and added a bas-
ket of ornaments that the children can put on and take off as many times as they like. They have a 
sense of pride on their faces when they’ve decorated the tree just the way the like it. We had so much 
fun making your Christmas presents we can’t wait for you to open them on Christmas morning!  

With the cold weather here I would like to remind parents to bring in weather appropriate outdoor 
clothing. Snow pants, snow boots, and a few pairs on mittens (in case one gets wet in the morning), and 
a hat are a good place to start!  

Lastly, I would like to share some exciting news! Ms Nicole W will be taking over the Sr Preschool pro-
gram as I am moving to another center after the Christmas break. December 23 will be my last day, I 
want to thank all my families for allowing me the privilege to be apart of your child’s life. They are for-
ever teaching me new things and always making me giggle with their silly phrases and curious minds.  

Take care and best wishes, 

Ms Sarah  

RECE  



With Christmas only a few weeks away, the excitement is in the air. The children have 
helped add some decorations to our room and love reading the different Christmas 
books in our cozy center. We talk about the different Christmas characters we see 
throughout the books. We added Christmas cookie tins and cut outs of Christmas 
cookies which the children love to bake with for each other.  

Christmas came early for us as we had a new arrival of some new items in our room. 
We have two big comfy chairs added to our cozy center and new blocks added our car-
pet toys. The children love exploring how to stack the new blocks to make tall towers 
and enjoy looking through the different coloured blocks on our light table.  

With the Christmas season, comes the colder weather. The children love playing in the 
snow with our snow shovels and enjoy taking turns pulling each other on the sleds. 
Please make sure to send in extra mitts as we try to go out twice a day. Also let the 
walkers know if you want your child’s snow pants to be sent home at night.  

We are wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a safe Happy News years. 

Ms. Miranda and Ms. Nicole 

Jr Preschool News 



FDK News 
Hello Families! 

 The FDKs are getting ready for the holiday season and winter! We 
have been going for walks to look for signs of the weather changing from 
fall to winter. The children have also been asking to make ornaments and 
little gifts to share with their families.  

 We were given some new items to add to the classroom and the 
children were so excited! We have new wooden blocks that have been used in very creative 

ways. The Rotary Club also gave us a big box of art supplies that the chil-
dren were excited to explore. The most exciting item for the children 
was definitely the glitter! They love adding glitter to everything. We are 
looking forward to having the children all day during the school break. 

      - Ms. Hannah & Ms. Kathy - 

School Age News 



Board of Directors 

 Meet L.A Mercer. As a parent of two children attending GTFRC, 

she became an active member of the Board in 2019.  L.A. was born 

and raised in Toronto and graduated from the Media Program at 

Ryerson University. Her career led her into the Charity sector where she 

has spent the past 10 years doing Community Outreach and Engage-

ment.  L.A. is an avid Toronto Blue Jays and Indianapolis Colts fan, and 

when she’s not cheering on her teams, you’ll find her spending time 

with her husband and children at Rondeau Park or listening to a wide 

variety of podcasts.  

Hello GTFRC! My name is David Birnie and I am edu-

cated as a Computer Programmer Analyst, but really passionate 

about entrepreneurship and education. On a regular basis I am look-

ing for new things to learn and teach my son. This has allowed us to 

enjoy many different hobbies and experiences!  

I have been married for 10 years, but together for 15 to my 

lovely wife Elizabeth. We have a wonderful son who is turning 2 in Jan-

uary named William Robert! Yes... technically that means he is Billy 

Bob Birnie but it suits his wildness. For fun I like to adventure outdoors, 

play hockey, soccer, baseball, and basketball! Regularly we enjoy 

cooking and experimenting in the kitchen.  

I have only been with Growing Together for a couple months, but I 

love how the learning environment encourages exploring and learn-

ing in a healthy way! 

New Board Members 

Chair: Joan Vsetula 

Vice Chair: Paula DeBoer 

Secretary/Treasurer: Josselynne 

Segeren 

Staff Liaison: David Bernie 

Voting Members: 

*Josselynne Segeren 

*Paula DeBoer 

*Kathy Johnston 

*Shelley Mihalco 

*David Birnie 

*Kaela Miller 

*Martha Nicholls 

*L.A Mercer 

*Kristin Heaton 



Kitchen Corner 

Christmas Oatmeal Cookies 

Ingredients: 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 

1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

1/2 cup shortening 

1 egg 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

1/4 teaspoon baking powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 cup quick-cooking oats 

Christmas Additions: White Chocolate Chips & Dried Cranberries! 

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Mix sugars, shortening, egg and vanilla. Stir 
remaining ingredients (dough will be stiff). Drop dough by rounded 
teaspoonfuls 2 inches apart onto ungreased cookie  sheet. 

Bake until set but not hard, 9 to 11 minutes. 

Cool about 3 minutes before removing from cookie sheet. 

Have a Happy Holiday and a  

Magical New Year!! 


